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Figures on the Cover (left to right)
A Spanish soldier in the Carthaginian service, Second
Punic War 218-202 B.C.

A British private in a battalion company, 1800-1812
Napoleonic Wars.

German tank-man, Fall of France 1941.
Loxrd of the Nazgul.

These represent the four main groups of wargramers in the
UQWS ~ Ancient, Napoleonice, Modern and Fantasy.



EDITORIAL
Dear Readers,

Welcome to the first issue of the University of Queensland
Wyrgame Society'snewsletter. This will be sent free to all members
of U.Q.W.S., and hopefully will have five issues a year -~ February,
April, June, August, October. I don't know what sort of interest
will be aroused, but it is the Society's newsletter and hopefully
mefnbers will make good use of it.

I have conceived the general format of the newsletter to be
in two parts : (1) a general club-news type section, and (2) a
longish article of interest to members. By "of interest" I do
not mean descriptions of a member's latest victories ~ unless
they happen to illustrate a point of theoretical tactics. On the
other hand, anything which genuinely increases the society’s
knowledge or makes a contribution to the aims of our constitution
will gladly be considered. This issue's long article, for example,
may seem a bit recondite; but it is the result of painstaking
research and is of considerable value to fantasy wargamers. Also,
John had it almost ready when I asked for contributions.

The general section will contain an editorial comment, news of
society activities (if any), readers' letters and so on. We will
also carry any advertisements (free of charge) for members
wishing to sell or exchange figures, books, boardgames and suchlike.
If any members have items for this section, send them along to the
editor for inclusion in the next issue.

Remember that the newsletter is part of the Society and is
intended to further its constitutional aims. So articles for
publishing here should be informative and decriptive, whether they
concern the best way to paint Byzantine cataphracts or the structure
of Portuguese Napoleonic rifle battalions. Anyone is welcome to
contribute articles or suggest topics: the idea is to help members
enjoy their hobby, but even if only a minority will benefit directly -
as with John Gerson's paper - we'll consider publishing it. Maps
and illustrations can be included with articles, but please consult
the editor first,

A final threat: if nobody else contributes, I'll write some
long articles myself. No remarks about “Bugler's Ego Sheet"”
will be tolerated. If this threat brings in a rash of well-produced
papers, I will happily consider putting out supplementary issues.

In case of doubt, budding authorship or general milk of human

kindness, the editor is
_ David Bugler and he can be found in working

hours at the Physics Library (377 3431), University of Queensland.



31
THE MILITARY DRESS OF MIDDLE-EATH

John H.S. Gerson

(Text and illustrations copy right C 1979 John Gerson).

The arms and uniforms of ancient armies have in recent years
received much attention in journals, popular publications and the
like. The new enthusiasm for the study of ancient warfare covers
all periods from Sumer to Imperial Rome. However, the soldiery of
that curious period of proto-history, the Four Ages of Middle-earth,
have not been studied so diligently. This article is intended to
end this situation by presenting fifteen reconstruction drawings of
warriors from that early time.

Anyone attempting this task quickly comes up against a number of
difficulties. Firstly, we are dealing with a very large time
period about 7000 years from the First Battle of Beleriand to the
War of the Ring-- and a correspondingly large number of civilizations,
nations and troop types. Secondly, no artifacts or monuments have
survived, thereby depriving us of what is normally a powerful source.

The only possible solution is to stick exclusively to the single
source on Middle-earth: the published translations of Professor
J.R.R. Tolkien of Oxford. Tolkien translated, annotated and generally
recorganised a collection of ancient manuscripts, eventually
published under the titles The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings,
and The Silmarillion. These histories contain valuable descriptions
of the arms and armour of that time. In addition, Tolkien prepared
dozens of drawings and paintings reconstructing the topography,
architecture, dress and weapons of Middle-earth.

In the course of Middle-earth's history, mail--a defence consisting
of interlocked metal rings--was more widely used than any other
type of armour. Mail was invented by the Dwarves of Belegost in the
west of Middle-earth, and was then borrowed by the Sindarin Klves,
the Noldorin Elves, and Men (in that order). Dwarvish or Elvish mail
did not consist of rings sewn to a tunic--~this is made clear by
expressions like "mail of linked rings"” and "mail rings rang".
Dwarf-mail was probably like that of Roman and Medieval times "with
every little ring fitting into four others and all”.

Scale armour, which is constructed by lacing small metal
or horn plates to leather or fabric, was never as popular as mail.
Scale armour of horn is attested to only once. There are some reference
in Third Age poetry to fish scales as "fishes mail"”,but since the
term mail strictly refers to linked rings, this is probably poetic
licence.

Armour of large plates seems to have been practically unknown.
Eol's suit of plate armour (c. FA 300) was exceptional. Even as late
as TA 3019 the only plate armour mentioned is a vambrace (lower arm
guard) worn with a mail coat (see figure 6).



2.

The corslet of overlapping brazen plates worn by the Haradrim of that
time probably consisted of scale armour rather than large plates. A
damaged corslet is described as "rent and hewn” i.e. torn asunder,
which suggests the cloth or leather backing of scale armour. A
practical suit of plate does not have a backing.

THE RECONSTRUCTION DRAWINGS

The following drawings illustrate the armour described above and
the weapons and uniforms used in Middle-earth. The drawings and
accompanying notes are intended to be supplementary to Tolkien's
writings and no more. They are based soley on Tolkien's published
translations and on his own drawings and paintings. Since the
references are extremely numerous, I have dispensed with complete
footnoting, though principal sources are listed at the end of each
entry. Where a feature is uncertain I have either based it on a
known trait of Middle-earth's equipment or failing that on the
practice during our own Dark or Middle Ages.

One final note. I have not included drawings of such supernatural
creatures as wargs, ents, dragons, balrogs or Ring-wraiths. Some of
these beings are so nebulous that they require more imagination than
scholarship to reconstruct. As for the spectral Ring-wraiths, I
believe that under their ghostly wrappings, they wore the armour of
the Humenorean Second Age.

THE ELVISHE ARIES

The Elves were the oldest people of Middle-earth and had the first
armed soldiers. Since Elvish technology (especially metallurgy) was
very advanced their soldiers had equipment and weapons of excellent
quality. Elvish armies either fought as a phalanz or as open-order
archers or as a combination of the two. After the end of the Second
Age, the heavy-armed cormonent became fewer: the armies of the
Forest and Lothlorien in the late Third Age appear to have been mainly
unarmoured bowmen. The nostalgic reference by Elrond to "Elves in
armour of the Elder Days" also suggests that Third Age Elves were no
longer as heavily armoured.

1. ELVISH SPEARMAN, FIRST AGE

puring the First Age of Middle-earthb history, the most powerful
Elvish kingdoms, Gondolin and Doriath, used phalanxes of heavy-armed
spearmen in battle. The armoured spearman of Doriath shown here is
typical of early Elvish heavy infantry. Iie wears hose and pointed
shoes, and a long-sleeved hauberk of silvered mail. He tall glittering
helmet has a feather plume.






















































