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EDITORIAL

Those readers who care for such things may notice that this
issue of QW, like others this year, is a little late in appearing.
There are two major and one minor reasons for this, and in that
order they are:

(a) the remarkable paucity of adequate contributions for
publication;

(b) variable delays inherent in the production system we have
adopted; and

(c) my own growing distaste for expending effort on the production
of a club magazine in which there appears to be no interest.

I would like to discuss these statements in more detail.

To begin with, there is a lot of research and discussion which
needs to be done and written up, in all aspects of wargaming. We
are of course all agreed on the desire for historical authenticity
in our figurine armies, and the tactics they may adopt. We are
naturally eager to read articles which provide useful information
on these topics, and no doubt grateful to those who have done the
research, thought out the problems, and presented the results in a

clear and careful article for our delectation.

Yet it appears that few of us are prepared to do anything
remotely like the hack-work required to generate such articles. It
is not hard to put pen to paper - even our illustrious secretary
does so on occasion! I am not necessarily asking everyone to
produce work of John Gerson's high standards, but surely it is not
too much to ask that more of our members talk about their
favourite armies - how they came to choose them, how they selected

troop types from the Red List and so on.

With regard to production schedules, some of you will be aware
that we have adopted a system which ensures a product of fairly
high quality at a remarkably low cost to UQWS. Unfortunately, this
system uses private channels, and is thus at the mercy'of personal
engagements and other delays. The club could, of course, use
commercial production facilities and ensure a rapid delivery of
the finished product - but the cost would be considerably higher,
by a factor of four or five. We simply cannot afford this.

As for my third statement, I have remarked on the lack of
interest in previous editorials. There can be no doubt that QW
does serve a purpose, and a handful of wargamers are keen to see
the results of research published and thus made available to all



wargamers. There have been criticisms that other interests (e.g.
fantasy gaming) are not catered for, but these critics have yet to
contribute any articles that I can publish.

In short, the members of UQWS do not seem to have enough
interest in their club magazine to make them active participants
in its continued existence. QW needs articles continuously on all
aspects of wargaming; this is not simply a means of puffing off my
editorial pride - or even of the club's corporate vanity in
producing a magazine. It is a necessary part of wargaming that new
ideas and new information are constantly being presented.

I would, of course, love to be able to produce a glossy full-
colour monthly like Military Modeller, but that is obviously
impossible. However, there is no reason why we shouldn't be able
to fill five issues of QW each year with interesting and/or
informative articles - except that most UQWS members refuse to

pull their fingers out and do the necessary.

One last word: QW will appear for the last time in February
1981 unless I receive a large number of articles in good time for

next year's issues. You have been warned.
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MINI-HARANGUE
His Excellency the Hon. and Noble Secretary, OBE and bar

For those of you who do not know, this club does in fact have a
secretary, and he actually does (sometimes) put pen to paper. To
those club members, and others, who have attended the ciub's
meetings in the past, I must apologise. This article was not
primarily directed towards you, though you may be guilty of some
of the other heinous sins listed below. (There are some awful
black sinners out there!) Here is a brief account of what the
seven deadly sins are currently held to be.

1. You all know what day the club meeting is held on. (Ending a
sentence with a preposition is something up with which I will
not put = W. Churchill) For those of you who have not witnessed
this debacle in a long time, let me refresh your memories. It
is the second Saturdayof each month. It is held in either the
Conference Room or the Library at Union College, Upland Rd.,
St.Lucia. Owing to the University holidays, there are no
meetings in December or January. If,ybu cannot attend the
meetings, let myself or someone (anyone) know, and give them
your proxy vote and your apologies for not attending. This is
important, as we do vote occasionally - and it's partly your

money in the club.

2. I do not have powers of unlimited ESP, so could you please let
me know if you have changed your address; and in some cases, let
me know what it is at present. Failure to do so will result in
your receiving notices of meetings too late. Also, the club
magazine may be posted out in future, and if you want a copy

there could be hassles.

3, There are a lot of unclaimed magazines accumulating in the
club's cupboard. Let me know if you missed .one, and if possible
you will get a copy. Also, the magazine could always use some

contributed articles.

4, In the third issue of Queensland Wargamer, and at the last
couple of meetings, people have been asked to send in lists of
their armies and boardgames. I have waited. And waited. This is
for your benefit, as there may be a game or opponent out there
doing nothing because no-one knows. Lists will be published as

soon as they are received.

5. There was a small request at the bottom of the last meeting
notice. If that could be returned as soon as possible it would



be appreciated. For those that have not received the last
notice, could you please let me know if you are still interested
in remaining a member of the club, and which day of the month
you can attend/ not attend meetings. For non-members: if you
want to become a member, please either attend a meeting or let a

member know of your existence.

6. Are members letting prospective members know of our existence?
This is very important, as we could always use some more
members in the club.

7. The last point is delicate for all of us. HAVE YOU PAID YOUR
1980/81 MEMBERSHIP DUES??? If not, see our treasurer Graham
Rawlings or contact him at 18 Rossmore Ave., Coorparoo. A point
to note here is that club membership cards were made available
at the November meeting, and that without them you WILL NOT GET
the 10% discount at the hobby shops in town. If you do not
attend meetings you will have to see me to get them (and I
bite!).

So that is basically all I have to gripe about - for this issue.
If you think it was too much, wait until next issue. The club has
plans to discuss the O-week display at the next meeting, along with
other similar wonderful trivia, so please make the effort and come
along.
Gripefully yours,
Geoff Turk



ARMS AND ARMOUR OF THE GREEK FOOT-SOLDIER, 300-100 BC
John H. S. Gerson

The death of Alexander the Great in 323 BC is usuélly taken to
mark the end of the world of Classical Greece and the beginning
of the Hellenistic (or Late Greek) period. Nowhere was there a
clearer division between Classical and Hellenistic history than
in military matters. '

In the area of arms and armour, three main trends separated
the Hellenistic soldier from the Classical warrior. Firstly,
armour for cavalry (both horse and rider) increased in weight,
parallel to the increased importance of cavalry in the early
Macedonian and Hellenistic periods (350-c.200 BC).

Conversely, the weight of armour worn by infantry decreased, a
trend that had started as early as the fifth century BC. During
the third century BC this decline was arrested when the phalanx
of heavily-armed citizen soldiers came back into prominence.
Cavalry now declined in importance on the battlefield; a
Macedonian army of 200 BC had only half the proportion of cavalry
to infantry of a Macedonian army a century earlier, but it
remained Jjust as heavily armoured.

The third - and final - trend was the adoption by Greeks of
"barbarian" Roman arms and armour after 150 BC. In the first
century BC, the armies of the surviving Hellenistic states either
used Roman-styled weapons, or had a nucleus of legionary or Celtic
troops armed in Roman fashion. The wheel had come full circle: in
the sixth century BC, the "barbarian" Romans had borrowed the
Greek hoplite panoply - now the "decadent" Greeks copied the
methods used to beat them. '

Pikes and spears

The principal infantry weapon of the era was the sarissa, a
long thrusting spear or pike wielded with both hands. There is
much controversy about the length of this weapon; Theophrastus,
writing closest to the time of Alexander (c.300 BC), says that
the longest sarissae were 12 cubits. Reckoning 46 cm (18 inches)
to the cubit, a sarissa was 5.7 metres in length. Tarn refused to
accept that the late fourth century pike was this long, because
some cavalry units were at this period armed with sarissae, and
he felt that a 5.7 metre spear was too much for a bareback rider

to manage.

To resolve what he considered a serious difficulty, Tarn
























































































































